New Principle?
Koki Obata
   Today, we all live under the umbrella of capitalism. People say “Money, money, money….” In this world, all we need is money. You can do anything if you have money. We live in the world where the weak are victims of the strong. The strong will always squeeze every penny from the weak. Everyone is screaming; “All for me! Nothing for you!” Now there is only self-interest at the bottom of our heart.

   These egoistic principles, however, have brought many harmful effects. One clear example is the disparity between the rich and the poor. You know we Japanese throw a large amount of food away every day, while many people are starving worldwide. And I want to tell you about an attack to the poor. In 1997, financial crisis occurred in Asia mainly because of hedge funds withdrawing capital they had invested in a particular area with the economic collapse in Thailand. In common, it is considered that investors can help the country facing a panic fear. But in this case,   they pursued only profits. This exploitation symbolized the power of wealth and the principle of capitalism.

   Then I want to tell you another example, i.e., global warming–. We all have sought only convenience without considering the bad effect to the earth. What happened in consequence? The answer, you know, is that the world is confronted with the problem of environmental pollution. And we have excluded this problem from consideration without thinking of our posterity in the distant future.

   You may think that is natural but I want you to look back at olden Japan. There was an idea called ‘Bushi-do’ or spirit of the samurai. Quoting from a book ‘Bushi-do’ written by Nitobe Inazo, Bushi-do has 4 main principles: Be loyal to your master, observe proper etiquette, do what's right without hesitation, and show compassion for the weak. I guess you can see a moral sense in that idea.

   What should we seek beyond capitalism? I believe it is the moral sense as in  Bushi-do. Instead of self-interest which just pursues benefits, put moral sense such as cooperation and sympathy at the bottom of our heart. That will solve problems our societies are facing.

   After the 3.11 earthquake happened, Japanese public spirit and kindness received accolades from all over the world. We Japanese still have Bushi-do in our mind. I strongly believe that people who break the capitalism and become the core of rebuilding new-principle-based world will be Japanese. Please keep this in your mind and play as a role model of the world.

   And, on the other hand, we must think about the earth. The word ‘Tree-Hugger’ has long been used as something negative like “hippie”. However, we can use it now to describe someone who loves nature. This little change of meaning is significant. That is, naturalists are coming to be recognized. It means our world is getting better. Why not try to be a Tree-Hugger?

I thank you.
What I’ve learnt through my university life

　　Harumi Kishi
  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Do you have anything you’ve learnt through your university life? I’m a sophomore now, and I’ve learnt many things during last year.

   First, I learnt about self-management. When I entered the university, I was surprised that university life was freer and busier than high school life and I couldn’t get used to these differences. In my high school days, it was allowed only to do what I was asked to and as a result, there were only a little that I could do. Thus, it was my first time to make plans myself of what I do taking balance with a lot of things. It was difficult to adjust between my plan and my health. Sometimes, I felt tired and depressed as I couldn’t control myself. But, after a while, I noticed that I could try many things thanks to freedom. Knowing that, I came to appreciate this environment and tried to get hold of many chances.

At the same time, I learnt that independence and responsibility are also important. Before I entered the university, I often depended on my friends. And so, it was hard for me to decide and accept the outcome on my own. But, with time, I have come to know that I need to be responsible for what I decided to do. Certainly, it was hard and bitter to take responsibility about the outcome, especially when it was a failure. But, by taking responsibility, we can try really hard. That will bring me a feeling of accomplishment.

  Secondly, I could broaden my views. For example, in the seminar, I became interested in discussing the issues. In discussions, we can’t always reach a conclusion, but we can know the opinions of other people. Before entering the university, there were few opportunities to discuss, and therefore I felt it was very interesting. I felt that it is the new learning style for me. Well, in general studies, I learnt different viewpoints from the professors in each field. In some lectures, I learnt new things, or in other lectures I learnt deeper things than in high school. I gave some examples, but above all, I have to say something about the knowledge of laws. Before I started studying laws, only having the partial knowledge, I couldn’t imagine the genuine role of laws. But now, I have learnt the link between laws and our daily lives. It is said that laws are directly connected to our society. We can live peacefully thanks to laws. All social problems of our aging society, child abuse and juvenile crime are to be solved by relevant laws. Now I began to think about social problems more deeply than before. It means that I have come to get wider views than before. In other words, studying laws led me to many possible approaches about things.

  Finally, I learnt to make friends with different backgrounds. My high school was a girls’ school, and I didn’t have such variety of friends. Talking and eating together with these new friends have been very fresh for me. From them, I learnt different opinions and cultures. Especially, in ESS activities, I could have opportunities to make friends from different universities. I was impressed to see their different ways of approach coming from different study and life style backgrounds.
As my friends are strongly motivated people, I have come to change the way I perceive things. I was really surprised at first. But, they affected me in a good way. I have come to realize that I need to put into action before I am asked to do in order not to miss many precious chances.. By doing so, my university life will be fuller and more helpful for my future. Friendship is a treasure for me indeed.
Thank you for listening.

Make the world of no passive smoking

Akane Miyaji
I have a complaint! I never want to be a passive smoker. I hate passive smoking! What do you do when you see a person who smokes while walking or riding on a bike? When I see such a person, I always avoid him and stop breathing. However, it is usually very difficult to avoid passive smoking. We inhale cigarette smoke which a smoker puffs. This is said to be more harmful than smoking itself.

What harm do cigarettes have? Number 1: Smokers life will get shorter. It harms their respiratory organs and circulatory system. And it increases the possibility to get cancer. No.2: It will cause lung cancer and circulatory diseases to passive smokers as well as to the smokers. It has become clear that it affects pregnancy and birth and causes not only poor growth of a baby but also sudden infant death syndrome. Passive smoking is so dangerous.

How many people smoke in Japan? The examination by JT shows that in 2011 the rate of male smokers of 20 years old or older was 33.7% and that of female was 10.6%. The peak was in 1966 and the former was 83.7%, the latter was 18%. Although the rates have decreased in this country, please remember there are some countries where smokers are less in number. 

What should you do to decrease the number of smokers? One idea is to raise the prices of cigarettes. They are taxed and the tax rate has risen gradually. Now it accounts for about 65%, including consumption tax. However, specialists insist that if taxes on them are raised too much, revenue from taxes on cigarettes will decrease. Now in Japan the prices of one pack of cigarettes are usually more expensive than 400 yen. Compared with other countries, this price is not so expensive. In Europe, there are some countries where it is more expensive than 1000 yen. Nevertheless, many rich people will continue to buy. It is absolutely difficult therefore to realize the society with no smokers. The society is needed where smokers and nonsmokers coexist.

There are some efforts to prevent passive smoking. Examples are bun-en, or separating smoking area from nonsmoking area and kin-en, or no smoking. Ministry　of Health, Labor and Welfare has notified shops and restaurants of promoting no smoking rather than bun-en, because WHO indicated bun-en wasn’t a perfect measure. However, many small restaurants take objection to that. The reason is that there are many customers who want to smoke while drinking. In public transport there are both bun-en and kin-en. A lot of taxis allow no smoking.

We have some problems. A wall-less smoking area can’t prevent smoke from entering non-smoking area. This also applies to Chuo University. I have to stop breathing every day because I must pass around such area. We need to establish smoking areas that never leak cigarette smoke or otherwise completely prohibit smoking. 

At the same time the smoker’s’ consciousness is essential. Important thing is that we must prevent passive smoking. Smokers need to know the evils of smoking. In the places without the sign of “smoking area”, you are not permitted to smoke. No smoking in public places such as on the street! I’m receiving unpleasant feeling every day at the moment. I really wish to make the world of no passive smoking.
The Problem of Lay Judge System

Takahisa Tomita

If you are selected as a citizen judge, do you accept the role or refuse it? You have a possibility to be selected if you are 20 years old or older. 

Lay judge system was enforced in 2009 just for serious crime cases. At the court, there are 9 judges. Six are citizen judges who are selected at random, and the other three are professional judges. They determine guilt or innocence and the term of imprisonment. Decisions are made by majority of the group including at least one citizen judge and one professional judge.

Let’s think about the background of introducing this system. Under the Japanese constitutional law, we are assured of the separation of powers: between legislation, administration, and judicature. In legislation, we take part by voting at elections. In administration, we receive public services. In justice, we have rights of access to the courts. However, have you ever used a right? Or, have your acquaintance ever used it? A lot of people may say ‘No.’ Even people who say ‘Yes’ may have experienced just once or twice. It seems that the existence of judicature has been far from our daily life. Japanese government tried to compensate for this gap.

 According to ‘’JURY TRIALS IN JAPAN’’ written by Robert M. Bloom, who is the professor of Law, Boston College Law School, one reason of changing judge system is as follows; Between 1983 and 1989, there were four controversial death penalty cases involving overturned confessions. That is, people who were sentenced to death found out to be innocent. Especially, the conviction rate was 99.9 percent under the Japanese criminal justice system, which meant judges almost always supporting the prosecution. It seemed that Japan’s older system was superficial. Why did such situation occur? For, judges were chosen from a quite high competitive exam after graduating from university. The pass rate was more or less one percent. The low passage rate represented judges were highly intelligent, well-educated in the society. So, once they got such high position, they tried to keep their status and avoid an appellate court overturning their decisions, which could hinder their career.

 That is why Japanese government decided to introduce the new lay judge system. However, does it work without problem? The answer is No. Rather, it creates another problem. I would like to explain using an example. In November 2010, the death penalty was given for the first time since the new system started in 2009. The characteristic of this case was that, in addition to the decision, chief justice suggested an appeal to the defendant. Although some professor and media criticized it, others sympathized judges. Citizen judges are prohibited from disclosing about the judge. It means they have to hold unforgettable and heavy thing.

 Through this example, it became obvious that it is difficult for general people to decide the death penalty. If a serious crime takes place, most people think the judge give the defendant death penalty. However, in fact, deciding death penalty has a lot of difficulties. So we should be ready in case we are selected as a citizen judge and should learn about the court.

IS CHOCOLATE BITTER OR SWEET?

Chihiro Nabeshima
Do you know the general market price of chocolate? This chocolate bar is around 100 yen to 150 yen at stores. Do you think it is cheap or reasonable?

The secret of low-priced chocolate is in West Africa. Japan imports 90% of cacao beans used from West Africa. And the cacao beans are made by children. Can you guess how much child laborers earn for their work? Thirty Yen for a day! This is the secret of the low price. Those children cannot receive enough wages, rest or education. They often get physical or sexual abuse. Even in such terrible labor conditions, these children cannot look for other well-paid jobs because they are not educated enough.

Then, what will happen if they have their own children? Parents grew up as child laborers and accordingly have no savings. It means they cannot let their children go to school and receive education. Such children are destined to be child laborers. As poverty creates child labors, child labors make new poverty. This negative chain is still continuing. You may say this chain can easily be cut off by paying them adequate wages. But it is actually not easy.

　　　　　The secret lies in Japan. It concerns with natural sense of consumer and supplier. We usually want to buy a product as cheap as possible. So companies try to set low selling prices and cut production costs. Some companies use child labor to make low-priced chocolates because children are powerless, obedient and their wages are extremely low. This is the secret of cheap chocolates. In fact, we are supporting child labor system through our consumption. And that creates new negative chain of poverty. Child labor is not a problem taking place in a faraway country’. Exactly WE made this bitter present.

WE make the negative chain, but then we can also stop it by ourselves. Here’s one solution, ladies and gentlemen, the fair trade chocolates. Fair trade is a system which pays proper raw material prices to the farmer and sells productions at fair prices. In this scenario, famers can receive money more fairly than before. And thus, they can let their children go to school. Those children will get chances to find a good job other than child labor. As such, fair trade will make a positive chain.

In Japan, the most famous fair trade company is “The People Tree”. They sell many fair trade goods. One day I bought a chocolate made by the People Tree. It cost 290 yen. It was a little expensive, wasn’t it? But it is too delicious to compare with other chocolates because fair trade chocolates don’t contain additives such as “vegetable fat” which ruins your health. That is to say fair trade chocolates have merits not only for cacao farmers but also for us.

　　　　　“Help is needed. Our small hands are doing terrible work.”, says Otei Godfred who is a 15-year old boy. He has worked in a cacao plantation as a child laborer since he was 9 years old in Ghana. Then what can we do with our small hands for their small hands? In my opinion, we have to start changing from little things in our daily lives. For example, when you study hard, you might want to eat sweets. At such time let’s choose fair trade chocolates. Not only you but also cacao farmers will be happy. We can assist to stop child labor and poverty through our consumption. Change the world at your break time with sweet chocolates.

Thank you very much.

To be a leader
      




                  Okuto Suzuki
     Who do you think is your ideal leader,? Is he your father, prime minister Noda, or Nabeshima-san, the president of ESS? I believe Nabeshima-san is definitely a leader of our group.
Nowadays, in newspapers, on TV shows or in some books we often see the title of “leadership”. Many different opinions about leadership are introduced there. That means how important leadership is in our society and that we don’t really understand the meaning of leadership. Whenever I found the word of leadership, I asked myself what is leadership and I was always confused because in each case a type of leader we expect must be different. Then, two questions came up to my mind. A) What is common in leadership? B) Why do we need to think about leadership? These questions made me write a speech for today. Let us think about the definition of leadership together.
     Have you ever experienced leadership yourself? My answer to this question is “YES”. I experienced head of a class, sub-captain of the school’s soccer team and scout manager of high school guitar club. Besides, there have been many people around me called “leaders” in my life. With my experiences, I would like to confirm how people deserve to be a leader and discuss which elements a leader must have.  I’d like to discuss which type of leader you want to be or you want to follow.
     Number 1 and first of all, a leader must show the direction. He is like the figurehead of a ship; therefore he must explain the situation and decide which way to go. If the situation is changed, he has the responsibility to show a new goal in order to keep his team member’s motivation and make the way clearly.
      Number 2: he must have the ability to share his clear idea with group members. After a leader decides the direction, the group won’t work without their understanding by all members. Clear communication of his message to the group seems to be one of the key elements of leadership. Each member may understand differently, depending upon how well he makes the communication. The leader should encourage his group members in his own words.
     Number 3 and most significantly, a leader must lead the way with confidence.  How do you feel when your leader looks weak even if he has a clear idea? I’m sure you would wonder how you should move forward. Sometimes a leader is so hard due to his responsibility but he must not show weakness. He always has to lead the team without hesitation.
     In conclusion, I firmly believe good leaders are to satisfy these three key elements of showing the direction, having the ability to share the idea with team members and leading with confidence. Such leaders will win the trust and confidence from all members of the group. If you want to be a good leader in future, you always need to evaluate your leader now and keep your ideal image of leadership for yourself. I hope my speech might have triggered you to think about leadership. Needless to say, I myself want to be a good leader as defined in my speech.
Thank you very much for listening.
Don’t hesitate to express ourselves in public
Akira　Kuwayama
Have you ever considered Japanese people are too shy to speak in public? Yes, I have. For example, when I attended a seminar at Chuo, one of our professors gave us many questions of a certain issue for discussion, but nobody responded to him. In a seminar, a small number of students are supposed to discuss with each other under the instruction of a professor. But the discussion didn’t progress smoothly as not many students expressed their opinions. 
I’ll give you another example. Japanese people express their thoughts, ideas and feelings about some trivial topics, only on the social network sites or the bulletin board systems. In public, they refrain from doing that. Do you know how many people make use of the social network sites in Japan? According to ICT Souken or Research Institute which does a marketing research about information and communication technology, 42 million people are SNS users. I dare say most users tweet nonsense in public.
By the way, do you know the abbreviation ‘TPO’? This is made up with the first letters of Time, Place, and Occasion. Mr. Kensuke Ishizu, originator of VAN Jacket Incorporated, made a suggestion using this concept. He means you should have a good command of your attitudes and clothes in accordance with the circumstances. I think this concept is derived from fears of being left out from your groups and communities, and so symbolizes Japanese culture. 
Then, why do Japanese people care about it? I believe it is because of the culture of shame. Anthropologist Madam Ruth Fulton Benedict pointed it out in her book of “The Chrysanthemum and the Sword”. In this book she said “Compared with the United States being at the mercy of the guilt culture, for example, Japan is a very small polytheistic country. For that reason, Japanese people must be too self-conscious. They care about what “other people” might think about them, not God or the Buddha. They think ‘I don’t want to be either laughed at or humiliated”. In international conferences it is even advised that the chairman should let the Japanese prime minister speak if he wishes smooth progress of negotiations. They think the Japanese prime ministers will only speak about trivial things even if they were requested for their opinions.
I think this way of thinking and attitudes predicts the behavior of Japanese people. They apply this to foreigners. It is said Japanese are most sensitive to what foreigners think about Japan and Japanese people. Well, I enjoy watching Japanese Major League baseball players, Mr. Ichiro, Mr. Hideki Matsui, and Mr. Darvish Yu on TV sports news programs. It is because Japanese people have full of interest in how American people value them as Japanese people. 
There may be cases that we should understand TPO. However, we should keep in mind that we should express ourselves without being too much worried about TPO. It is obviously difficult to express ourselves in front of many people. We still need to do this in our seminar at first. By continuing this we’ll become a good speaker someday who are not nervous and speak fluently in front of many people. At the same time, we should watch and listen to the speeches of many eloquent politicians to study how to progress your speech. Mr. Junichiro Koizumi’s speeches are said to be very good because his speeches have full of confidence and manner especially when he speaks in public. 
If we sufficiently prepare in advance and accumulate experiences of expressing ourselves in public, we could speak just like him even in front of many people.
 Let’s try to express ourselves in public, shall we? 
Thank you for listening.
Sharing our sense of value
Mitsuo Yoshida

Today I would like to speak about a sense of value.

First of all, what is a sense of value? A sense of value is a standard when you evaluate something and judge what is valuable for you. In other words, a sense of value is the index of thinking what is important for you or not.

There are a variety of people's senses of value around us because the circumstance where we have been brought up and things that affected our childhood days are all different.

And in my opinion, there are two types of sharing our sense of value.

One is sharing it with people who have similar opinions.

The other is sharing it with people who have different opinions.

In general, people tend to prefer the former usually because we will feel easy when we stay with people who have similar opinions. People would sympathize with us and we will often feel close to them.

In contrast, we need a lot of efforts to understand people who have different points of view. This bothers and irritates us.

But, I want to emphasize that we should positively relate to people who have contrary opinions. In this way, we could bring in another way of thinking.

The contrary people might say ridiculous opinions, but they could also be new senses of value and we should welcome them. In the near future, we will get a job and have to meet and relate with a lot of people in business if we like them or not. Moreover, there would be a lot of opportunities to go abroad to study or on business. In foreign countries, it would be difficult for us to find people who have similar senses of value with us. For these reasons, we need to be accustomed to get in touch with people who have different opinions. Then your life would become fuller, I’m sure.

Well then, how can we meet such a person?

Firstly, we shouldn't always act with same group of people.

The simplest reason for this is that the longer time we act in the same group, the less time we can communicate with other people. We need to meet and talk with as many people as possible, regardless of sex, age and where they are from.

Secondly, we should take part in many events actively. Why not join the events if we are interested? Any kind of events will do; Music concerts, auto shows, and talk shows, for example. We will meet a lot of people there. A good point of joining events is that we have topics to talk about in common. At auto shows, we could start talking about cars. At music concerts, we could talk about music or singers.

How to initiate our conversation seems most difficult. If we clear that point, our　successful talk would be continued.

Finally, having courage to talk is most important, anyway. Relationships with others wouldn't grow if you only wait for being talked to. If you don't have the courage, please think this way: person sitting next to you might give you a great idea to make your life meaningful. Are you alright to miss this good opportunity? You have nothing to lose by talking to this person.

This is just a change of your way of thinking. It is nothing difficult.

In fact, this is a kind of my sense of value.

Let's live a full life by sharing our sense of value.

Reasons why I am against animal testing

Ayako Shimatani

 Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Today, I am here to raise awareness about one of the most problematic facts of the world.

Did you know that more than 10 million animals are used for animal testing every year in Japan? To compare the statistics with something you are familiar with, 10 million is more than the whole population of 23 wards of Metropolitan Tokyo. In fact, the real number of animals used for animal testing is unknown, since there is no obligation for the institutions carrying out animal testing to open up the statistics to the public. Therefore, the shocking number of 10 million is only the tip of an iceberg. Tremendous number of animals are abused and murdered by human beings. Today, I am going to mention two important reasons why I am against animal testing both from ethical and scientific points of view.

 The biggest and the worst problem with animal testing is its testing method. The testing done on animals is often extremely cruel and brutal. For example, to test a cosmetic ingredient, poor rabbits are bound so that they may not move, with their eyes fixed with clips. Then, they are applied some chemical substance that will be used to make cosmetics – right on their eyes. They cannot move, scream nor cry.  And this brutal abuse is done just to make cosmetic products. Cosmetic products are made for us to look good, and looking good does not directly relate to human survival. Moreover, cosmetics can be made without animal testing, often by using natural ingredients. There are many existing firms that make cosmetics without testing on animals such as Lush Fresh Handmade Cosmetics - a famous cosmetic company from the United Kingdom and there are testing methods that do not involve animal abuse. Thus, animals are being shocked, made sick, hit, starved, brain-damaged, isolated, poisoned in animal testing and, in the worst case, murdered after all the sufferings for nothing but sick human desires.

 Now, I am quite sure some would argue "animal testing is still necessary because it is good for us, humans. Making medicines with animal testing would save so many people's lives!"　No. In fact, it is doing completely opposite to humans because the accuracy of the result of animal testing is highly questionable. A group of doctors called AFMA, which stands for Americans for Medical Advancement states that the results shown upon testing animals may not apply to human beings and that animal testing is therefore invalid and unnecessary. Each species differs so that the reactions the animals get from a particular chemical substance may not be the reactions that humans get as well. What we gain from the results of animal testing could only give us a clue or a hint. If the test gives us an invalid result, this means that medicines or other products such as cosmetics and toiletries made through animal testing would harm not only animals but human beings. Therefore here again, animals are abused for nothing at all!

Do you now still think that animal testing is necessary? I think animals also have rights. Human beings are just one of the animals and there should be no superiority in being a human, nor inferiority in being an animal. Animals do have feelings just like us and they have rights to spend their happy life just as anyone else does. They should be treated equally and ethically. Sadly enough, most major Japanese cosmetic firms and many foreign cosmetic firms still test on animals. However, in EU member countries, the import and sale of animal tested cosmetics will be banned in 2013. Animal testing on cosmetics has already been banned in Europe since 2009 and the new law will further ban the companies outside EU to test on animals, including Japanese companies because they will have to stop animal testing if they wanted to sell their products in the EU countries. These decisions of EU show a hopeful path to abolishing animal testing. Why not make the world where animals and human beings all live happily together?

Thank you very much for your attention.

“Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics 2020”

Haruka Ito

 Do you want to hold the Olympics and the Paralympics in Tokyo? I really want to invite the world special events to our country in 2020.

 As you know candidate city, Tokyo failed to be elected as the host of the Olympics and the Paralympics in 2016. But Tokyo was rated high for the plan holding Games in a compact space, with public safety, financial guaranteed by the government and in good environment. In spite of such high valuations, why did Tokyo lose in that election?

The biggest reason is said the Bidding Committee of the Olympics and the Paralympics couldn’t gain cooperation from public. According to NHK or Japan Broadcasting Corporation, percentage of people who voted in favor was just 47 percent. Percentage of those who were against was 17 percent, and the answer of “neither” was 32 percent.

 Why didn’t many of them agree to hold in Tokyo in 2016? There were some reasons. Firstly, poor appeal to the public seems to be one of the reasons. Many mass media supported the opposition movement, for example as part of their negative campaigns against Shintaro Ishihara, governor of Metropolitan Tokyo. That seemed to make many people oppose. Secondly, there were some people who doubted about holding them in the city of Tokyo, not in any other city in Japan for the reason that Tokyo once hosted the Olympics in 1964. Finally, it is costly. Holding those two events costs us huge amount of money. Adding to that, the Bidding Committee also costs much money whether or not they are elected. Some people think spending such money for welfare is more important.

 The Olympics and the Paralympics are truly big events. To hold them, we need not only enormous amount of money but also cooperation from a number of people. I know that is very difficult. Still yet, I want Tokyo to become the host of the Olympics and the Paralympics in 2020. Now let me introduce the vision of Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics in 2020. The official bidding committee is named “Tokyo 2020”. They are planning to hold eco-friendly Olympics and Paralympics as an ecological city in the world’s most matured country. By holding them in Tokyo, we can hold the games at venues within an 8 km radius. We will use existing competition venues by rebuilding. We don’t need to prepare a large place anew. We can reduce the cost and accordingly prevent destruction of the environment. Infrastructures and transportation will be redeveloped, and Tokyo will become more comfortable to live in afterwards. A number of Japanese advanced technologies will also be used there. Tokyo would produce new generation Olympics and Paralympics! Isn’t that exciting?

 The reason why “Tokyo 2020” is working very hard to invite such events is that they have some messages concerning the Olympics and the Paralympics. They believe that our country will regain lost energy, great economic power, attractive culture, success of Japanese companies, and especially vigorous people of Japan! Today, many Japanese have lost confidence and hope for the future. They certainly believe such big events will give Japanese a confidence again and make them positive. By holding the Olympics and the Paralympics we can also show our gratitude and recovery from the Great East Japan Earthquake to the world.

 I believe, therefore, holding such events is one of our valuable investments for the brilliant future. In 2020, perhaps I would be married and have my child, if things go well. I want to show vigorous Japan to the new generation. “Tokyo 2020” advises us to think about the Tokyo Olympics and the Paralympics is to think about Japanese future. We have less than a year to go until the next election. Please think about our future through the Tokyo Olympics and the Paralympics.
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